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To the READER: 


T H E f following Account of the State A 
Religion in New-England, T cannot but 
ae epend upon as certain, from the Known 
edge ] have of the Candor and Judgy 
ent of the Perſon who writes. it : I have) 
therefore thought myſelf ovhiged ke come 
1 it to the World, in Fuſtice tal 
1 of Truth, by which the Inte 
ref TI real Religion can never ſuffer 
and am the rather induced to this, tf 
pres wont the like Extravagancies from el 
ver prevailing with us under 4 Name 
o/ Religion. Though my Correſpondent i iy 
hm I never ſaw, having never been 
11 he Part of the World, yet I know 
Vine i hade one of the beſt Characters ink | 
the Country where he lives, for good Vn 
der. landing, Integrity, aud [eacere Rezarik 
to Re, gion; and by ſuch Accounts of him 
which I had heard, was our Corte [pon] 
derice introduced. The Oppoſition he ol 
# that Spirit of Bigotry, which þ woul 
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damm all thoſe who don't believe all the 

Points of Calviniſm, 7s by no means to 
be conſtructed to the Prejudice of his own 
I Way of thinking as to theſe Points: I 
Have occaſion to know, that, as he is not 
unacquainted with the Controverſies in 
Divinity, he is Calviniſt in bis Fudgment ; 
though far from confining Chriſtianity to 
4 the diſtinguiſhing Doctriues of Calvi. 
aniſm. In publiſhing the Letter, I have 
made no ſort of Alterations, ſave the 
leaving out ſome things which are perſ0- 
nal, aud on which the reſt has no Depen- 
ence: ſome Words which ] believe might 
have been altered with the Writer's own 
Approbation, I chuſed to keep as they 
Heere, that 1 might be at full Liberty to 
eclare to be a genuine Copy, _ 


ea 
15 


| adinburgh. Nov. 
23. 1742. 
t 

the 


i 


GroRCR WISHART. 


A LETTER, Er. 
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| 
1 
Reverend —_— - N 
© ax Perceive by a printed Letter ton 
a Friend in Edinburgh, contain 
ing Excerpts of Letters can 
 eerning the Succeſs of thi 
609 /pel in theſe Parts, that marvellouf 
Acc zunts have been ſent Abroad of a mol 
2us Work of Grace going on in M 
%, as begun by Mr. //hztefield, ani 
forward by thoſe in his way of preach 

ing 140 acting. I ſhould be glad there hal 
beer more Truth in thoſe Accounts: Som 
0 the Things related are known F alſchoodef 
others ſt trangely enlarged upon; and the Re 
pre nations, in general, ſuch, as exhibite 
wro iz Idea of the religions State of A 
fairs among us. I had Thoughts of ſendinf} 
you the needful Corrections of that Pa 
let; but my Circumſtances being ſuch, 


1 


a 3 
preſent, as not to allow of this, muſt con- 
dent myſelf with giving you the following 
| ſummary Narration of things as they have 
appeared among us. | 

The Minds of People in this Part of the 
World, had been greatly prepoſſeſt in Fa- 
vour of Mr. V hite field, from the Accounts 
tranſmitted of him, from time to time, as a 


Wonder of Piety, a Man of God, fo as ng 


| 4 
l 4 
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977 was like him: Accordingly, when he 

came to 7 own, about two Years ſince, he 
bas received as though he had been an An. 
Pare} of God; yea, a God come down in the 
Lien ſe of Man. He was ſtrangely flock- 
d atcter by all Sorts of Perſons, and much 
dmired by the V ulgar, both great and ſinall. 
Arbe Miuiſters had him in Veneration, at 

alt in Appearance, as much as the People; 
Ancouraged his Preaching, attended it them- 
ves every Day in the Week, and moſtly 
vice a Day. The grand Subject of Con- 

erſation was Mr. V hite field, and the whole 
Buſineſs of the Town to run, from Place to 
Wce, to hear him preach: And, as he 
each'd under fuch uncommon Adyantages, 
eing high in the Opinion of the People, and 
ing the Body of the Miniſters hanging 
bis Lips, he ſoon inſinuated himſelf (till 
Eirther into the Affections of Multitudes, in 
much rhat it became dangerous to men- 
_— 4 On 


on his Name, without ſaying ſomething 0 
commendation of him. 

His Reception, as he paſt through hir 
and che neighbouring Governments of Con- 
vefficut and New-York, till he came ro 
Ph iladelphia, was after much the fame 

janncr; fave only, that he met with no 
admirers among the Clergy, unleſs here 
and there one, any where bur in Boſton 
An, whether the Miniſters here in general, 
really thought better of him than they did 

cle here, T will not be too poſitive to af 
firm. Tis poſſible, they might act as thay 
they had a great Veneration for him, and fi 
as to lead People into ſuch an Arenen 
on, from Comardice, Affectatiou of Pe 
/arity, or a rigid Attachment to ſome en 
iin Divinity, they mill. imaging | 
there was now an Advantage to eſtabliſh any 
propag gate: And I would not undertake te 
prove, that they might none of them be uy 
der an undue Influence from ſome or oth 
of . Motives. 
ich began to be now ſaid of a grid 
+ of God going on in the Land. Evuck 

155 /ecfiires were let up in one Place ar 

other; no leſs than ſix in this Towl 
fon 4 weekly. and two monthly Ones, thall 

the Town does not conſiſt of above 50% 
families at the largeſt Computation. 
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mention Mr. Whitefield by Name, both in 
che Prayers and Sermons; giving God 
Thanks for ſending ſuch an extraordinary 


* 


Man among us, and making him the Inſtru- 
yy Souls. He was indeed ſpoken of, as che 
Angel flying through Heaven with the e- 
: eng Goſpel, and ſuch Honours ſacri- 


iced to him as were due to no meer Man: 


chat all who did not expreſs a very high 


: 
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me Pulpit and the Preſs, as in danger of 


emmitting the Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, 


% 


N. not actually guilty even of this unßpar- 
re Sin. 

And here you will doubtleſs be diſpoſed 
| Bf enquire, what was the great Good tas 


eutleman was the Inſtrument of 
In anſwer whereto, I freely acknowledge. 
eerever he went he generally moved the 
lesions, eſpecially of the younger People. 
ib 4 the Females among them; the Effect 
ereof was, a great Talk about Religion, 
1 oy | £0*. 
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some of theſe Lectures, it was common to 


ment of /#ch extraordinary Good to ſo ma- 


Thought of Mr. //h:refietd, were lookt up- 


— —— — 


- 1 


e 
3; ks e 
: * 


* N PI _ * A 
A C er A Ny 7 * = 
. Wo „ Qs « —— 


20 = oy WY R : by : 
£ : * 9 . 
* 7 N 0 


together with a Diſpoſition to be perpetuals j | 
i, hearing Sermons, to neglect of all other 
Buſineſs ; eſpecially, as preach'd by thoſe 
who were Sticklers for the ew q Way, 
2 it was called. And in theſe things chief 
ly conſiſted the Goodneſs ſo much ſpoken 
of TI deny not, but there might be here 
and there a Perſon {topp'd from going on in 
a Courte of Sin; and ſome might be made 
really better: But ſo far as I could judge upon 
the niceſt Obſervation, the Town, in geney 
ral, was not much mended in thoſe thing 
wherein a Reformation was greatly needed 
could not diſcern myſelf, nor many others 
whom I have talked with, and challengedfl 
ou this Head, but that there was the ſamg 
Pride and Vanity, the ſame Luxury and In 
temperance, the fame lying and tricking and 
cheating, as before this Gentleman came al 
mong us, There was certainly. no remark 
ble Difference as to theſe things: And *rif 
vain in any to pretend there was, This, 
am fare of, there was raiſed ſuch a Spirit d 
vitter, cenſorious, uncharitable judging, al 
was not known before; and is, where 
2yer it reigns, a Scandal to all who cal 
temiclyes Chriſtians: Nor was it ever 4 
ident to me, but that the greateſt Friend 
to Nr. //hitefietd were as much puffed 
wit Conceit and Pride as any of their Neig | 

| | OUuUry 
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bours; and as to ſome of them, and the 
more eminent too, I verily believe they 
xoſſels a worſe Spirit than before they 
Peard of his Name, and it had been as well 
for them if they had never ſeen his Face. 
But I have only entred as yet upon that 
scene of Things, which has made ſo much 
Noiſe in the Country. A Number of Mini- 
ers, in one Place and another, were by 
bis Timc formed into Mr. V hiteeld's Tem- 
per, and began to appear and go about preach- 
+ Ing, with a Zeal more flaming, if poſſible, 
han his. One of the moſt famous among 
heſe was Mr. Gilbert Tennent, a Man of 
o great Parts or Learning; his preaching 
aas in the extemporureons Way, with much 
oiſe and little Connection. If he had ta- 
en ſuitable Care to prepare his Sermons, 
ad followed Nature in the Delivery of them, 
e might have acquitted himſelf as a id. 
ing Preacher; but as he preached, he was 
Fj awkward Imitator of Mr, Whitefield, 
Jad too often turned off his Hearers with 
ere Stuff, which he attered with a Spirit 
Wore bitter and uncharitable than you can 
uily imagine; all were Phari/tes, Hypo- 
Wl-;tes, carnal munregenerate Wretches, 
Moth Miniſters and People, who did not 
ink juſt as he did, particularly as to the 
4 octrines of Calviuiſin, and thoſe who 
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ing thought inſufficient to carry on the good 


mnch as they had done Mr. Mhite field before 


— — — 


oppoſed him, and the Work of God he was 
ſure he was carrying on, would have oppo- 
ied Chrift Feſus himſelf and his Apoſtles, 

hid they lived in their Day, This Gentle 
man came from New-Brunſwick in the} 

Ferfies to Boſton, in the Middle of Win- 
ter, (a Journey of more than 300 Miles) to 
water the good Seed /own by Mr. Whitefield 
in this Place. It was indeed at Mr. ¶ Hite iel 
Deſire, and in conſequence. of a Day of 
Fiſting and Prayer, kept on purpoſe ta 
know the Mind of God as to this Matter 
that he came among us; the Miniſters. im 
the Town, though fourteen in Number, bes 


Mon he had begun here in the Hearts of 
People. And though the Deſign this Gentle 
man profeſſedly came upon, was a bare-f 
ced Aſtront to the Body of the Miniſters 
yet not only the 2 (which is not te 


be wondred at) but ſome of the Miniſtew 


themſelves admired and followed him, # 
bim; and here he was, by their Encouragel 
ment, a great Part of the Winter, preachimf 

ercry Day in the Week, to the taking Pea 
ple off from their Callings, and the intrq 
duciug a Neglect of all Buſineſs but that g 


bearing him preach. He went from Bo/tal 


o the eaſtward, to viſit the Places whey 
: | | VIE 
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I Mr. //hitefield had been; and on his Return 
In home paſſed through the Country, preach- 
ring every where as he went along, in the 
| i ſame Manner, and with the ſame Spirit he 
did here in Boſton. ns 
And nov it was, that Mr. White f eld's Do- 
sccrine of z2wWwAard Feelings began to diſco- 
ver itſelf in Multitudes, whole /en/ible Per. 
WS fcep7i0ns aroſe to ſuch a Height, as that they 
ered out, fell down, ſwooned away, and, 
Eto all Appearance, were like Perſons in Lite, 
und this, when the Preaching (if it may be 
Eto called) had in it as little well digeſted and 
bhonnected good Senſe, as you can well ſup- 
Emhooſe. Scores in a Congregation would be 
uin ſuch Circumſtances at a Time; nay ſome 
nundreds in ſome Places, to the filling the 
c ouſes of Worſhip with Confuſion not to 
Mine expreſſed in Words, nor indeed concci- 
ted of by the moſt lively Imagination, un- 
ls where Perſons have been Eye and Far- 
itneſſes ro thele Things. Though I may 
add here, that to a Perſon in poſſeſſion of 
imſelf, and capable of Obſervation, this 
Wirpriſing Scene of Things may be account- 
21 for: The Speater delivers himſelf, with 
e greateſt Vehemence both of Force and 
eſture, and in the moſt frightful Lan 
Hiage his Genius will allow of. If this has 
e intended Effect upon one or #40 3 
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became common, and Trance alſo, the 


which our axe Converts, almoſt ever 
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zmen, the Shrieks catch from one to an- 
other, till a great Part of the Congregation. 
is affected; and ſome are in the Thought, 

that it may be too common for thoſe Stm. 
40%, in the new Way to cry out them 
/-/v2s, on purpole to move others, and bring 
forward a general Scream. Viſions now 


Subjects of which were in their own Con- 
ceir tranſported from Earth to Heaven, Where 
they aw and heard moſt glorious Things 3 
converſed with Chr:/f and holy Angels; 
had opened to them the Book of Life, and 
were permitted to read the Names of Per- 
{ons there, and the like. And what is; 
{ngalar Inſtance (ſo far as I remember) of 
the working of Enthuſiaſm, laughing, loud 
hearty laughing, was one of the Ways | 


where, were wont to join together in ex 
preſſing their Joy at the Converſion of 0 
thers. 5 

Tis ſcarce imaginable what Exceſſes and 
Extravagancies People were running into 
and even encouraged in; being told fact 
Things were Arguments of the extraords 
vary Preſence of the Holy Ghoſt wil 
them. The fame Houſes of Worſhip wei 
icarce emptied Night nor Day for a Wee 
together, and unheard. of Inſtances of ſap 
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| i poſed Religion were carried on in them. Tn 
the ſame Houle, and at the fame time, ſome 
$ would be praying. lome exhorting, ſome 
aging, ſome clapping their Hands, lome 
x Blaughing, ſome in, lome ſhrieking and 
El roar:g outs and ſo invincibly ſet were 
they in theſe Ways, eſpecially when encou- 
5 aged by any Miniſters, (as was too often 
Althe Caſe) that it was a vain Thing to argue 
Wich chem, to ſhew them the Indecency of 
puch Behaviour; and whoever indeed made 
u Attempt this Way, might be ſure afore- 
and of being called an Oppo/er of the Spi- 
bir, and a Child of the Devil. 

At theſe Times there were among the 
eople what we call here ExyorTrss ; theſe 
ee {ach as are eſteemed to be Converts in 
Jie new May. Sometimes they are CHil. 
en, Boys and Gzrls, ſometimes V omen 
vc moſt commonly raw, literate, weak 


Ef as. „ | t” ; | 
ad concerted young Men, or Lads. They 


ray with the People, call upon them to 
Jome to Chriſt, tell them they are dropping 
ito Hell, and take upon them what they 
MWizoine is the Buſineſs of preaching. They 
55 le generally much better thought of than 
y Miniſters, except thoſe in the new I ay, 
Pcan by the Friends to the E xtraordima- 
Js prevalent in the Land; and they are 
es greareſt Promoters of them. "Tis indeed 
* EP. * 


| ; +: £ Rp "= | 5 9 
at the Exhortations of theſe poor ignorant 
Creatures, that there is ordinarily the moſt} 
Noiſe and Confuſion: And what may bel 


- worth a particular Remark, tis /e/dom there 
are any great Effects wrought, till the Gloomi- 
nels of the Night comes on. It is in the} 
HZucuing, or more late in the Night, with 
only a few Candles in a Meeting-houſell 
chat there is the ſcreaming and ſprieking ro 
the greateſt Degree; and the Perſons thug 
aftected are generally Children, young Peodl 
ze, and Momen. Other Inſtances there 
may have been, but they are more rare 
theſe bear the chief Part. — 
| fall here inſert a Paragraph of a Letteſ 
fat me by a Friend living at Newhaven, 
ihe Sear of one of our Colleges, a Gentle 
man of known Integrity and Veracity, gl 
ving an Account of the Managements ol 
one of the Preachers of Mr. White feld's ma 
ling, with the Appearance following there 
upon. Says he, ** After the Concluſion a 
the Exerciſes uſual in our religious 
* icmblies, he came down from the Pulp 
into the Deacon's Scat. His Exerciſe 
were, I. Short Prayers; wherein he u 
led very uncommon Expreſſions, and ſue 
as had no Tendency, at leaſt in my Mind 
to excite Devotion; which he delivere 
with a boiſterons Voice, and in a Mat 
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\ | poſed Religion were carried on in them. In 

the lame Houſe, and at the fame time, ſome 

4 would be praying, lome exhorting, ſome 
| 


| fmzing, ſome clapping their Hands, lome 
anghing, ſome cHing, lome ſhrieking and 
EM roaring out; and ſo invincibly ſet were 
they in theſe Ways, eſpecially when encon- 
lraged by any Miniſters, (as was too often 
Ache Caſe) that it was a vain Thing to argue 
Pyith them, to ſhew them the Indecency of 
och Behaviour; and whoeyer indeed made 
gan Attempt this Way, might be ſure afore- 
and of being called an Oppo/er of the Ji. 
ber, and a Child of the Devil. | 
At theſe Times there were among the 
Eople what we call here ExHORT FRS; theſe 
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Jie mew ay. Sometimes they are CHil. 
en, Boys and Girls, ſometimes Nomen; 
ut moſt commonly raw, z//:terate, weak 
ad conceited young Men, or Lads. They 
ray with the People, call upon them to 
ume to Chriſt, tell them they are dropping 
to Hell, and take upon them what they 
lagine is the Buſineſs of preaching. They 
ale generally much better thought of than 
y Miniſters, except thoſe in the zew /ay, 
mean by the Friends to the Extraordina- 
% prevalent in the Land; and they are 
es greateſt Promoters of them. Tis indeed 


j "(if 1 15 14 i 
at the E xhortations of thele poor ignorant 
Creatures, that there is ordinarily the moſt 
Noiſe and Confuſion: And what may be 
worth a particular Remark, tis ſeldom there 
are any great Effects wrought, till the Gloomi- 
nels of the Night comes on. It is in the 
guening. or more late in the Night, with 
only a few Candles in a Meeting-houſe, 
that chere is the ſcreaming and ſhrieking to 

the greateſt Degree; and the Perſons thug 
alle are generally Children, young Peod 
be, and Women. Other Inſtances there 
may have been, but they are more rare; : 

915 bear the chief Part. 1 
hall here inſert a Paragraph of a Lett 

0 me by a Friend living at Newhaven; 
e Seat of one of our Colleges, a Gentle 
man of known Integrity and Veracity, gi 
ing an Account of the Managements ol 
one of the Preachers of Mr. Mhiteſfeld's ma 
king, with the Appearance following there 
pon. Says he, ** After the Concluſion © 
the Exerciſes uſual in our religious £ 
* {cmblies, he came down from the Pulp 
into the Deacon's Scat. His Exerciſe 
Were, x. Short Prayers ; wherein he u 
ed very uncommon Expreſſions, and ſuel 
as had no Tendency, at leaſt in my Mind 
to excite Devotion; which he delivere 
- with a boiſterous Voice, and in a Mat 


m 


6 0 


4 * * * neee n * Rear, oO . R N 
\ *54 L : g 
7 
4 
( ) 
* 0 


ner to me very difagreeable. 2. Finging 
Palms and Hymns; which he himſelf 
repeated with an awful Tone and fright. 
% ful Geſtures. 3. Zxhorting, as they 
„called it; ro which many Laymen were 
e admitted as Aſſiſtants. In performing 
theſe Exerciſes they obſerved no ſtated. 
Method, but proceeded as their preſent 
Thought or Fancy led them: And by this 
means the Meeting-houſe would be filled 
with what I could not bur judge great 
Wk Confuſion and Diſorder; for the whole 
i Houſe would many times ſeem to be in a 
perfect Hubbub, and People filled with 
Conſternation. Theſe Meetings they 

EK would continue till 10, II, 1z O' Clock 
at Night; in the midſt of them ſometimes 
BY io, 20, 30, and ſometimes many more 
I would /tream and cry out, or ſend forth 
ly the moſt /amentable Groans, whilſt o- 
n thers made great Manifeſtations of Joy, 
by clapping their Hands, uttering ex- 
Do Zatick Expreſſions, ſinging Pſalms, and 
it zuviting and exborting others. Some 
Wh would t. away under the Influence 
a of diſtreſſing Fears, and others fwallow- 
ed up with inſupportable Foy, While 
1:5 ſome were fainting, others laboured un- 
der convulſroe Twitches of Body, which 
e they faid were involuntary. But in vain 
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ful was, that very much Streſs was laid 


Hvidences of a juſt Conviction of Sin 
on the one Hand; or, on the other, off 


ing aſhamed of theſe Things, that they boa 
ed of them, and entertained an ill Opinid 


rit of God: I ſay, they at firſt boaſted 


1 
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Cle 
*« ſhall I pretend to deſcribe all the Pro- 
« ccedings at thoſe Meetings. But What 
appeared to me moſt dangerous and hurts} 
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on theſe Extraordinaries, as tho' they 
« were ſure Marks, or, at leaſt, ſafficieni 


« rhat Joy which there is in believing, and 
++ {© of an Intereſt in the Fayour of God.“ 
You may be ready perhaps to. think 
have here given you a romantick Repreſen 
tation of Things; but it is the real Truth 
of che Cale without a Figure; yea, this ha 
been the Appearance in all Parts of th 
Land more or leſs, and ſo known to hay 
been fo, that there is no room for Debaſf 
upon the Matter : Nay, thoſe who are Friend 
to the uew May were once ſo far from bull 


of all who did not ſpeak of them as EA 
dences of the wonderful Power of the Sf 
thei: Things, and ſome of them do ſo ſw 
though the Generality have begun, for ſoy 

ame, to ſpeak publickly of the Subritty 
Satan, to tell People he may appear as 
Angel of Light, and to warn them agaj 
being carried away oy bis Devices. 


, 1 1 
| | Mr. Tennent himſelf, one of the main In- 
Fi iftraments of all our Diſorders, has, in 4 
b i couple of Letters to ſome of his Friends, 
[\ {publiſhed in the Prints (a), expreſſed his 
: i $ ts 2 Fea 
2,08 | 8 
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| 1 ca) As the Caledonian Mercurq, in which is republiſhed one 
25 1, tof Mr. Tennent's Letters above referred to, may not be in eye- 

. 4 17 Body's Hands, the Letter, with the Title prefixed to it 

F, 1 in the Boſton Evening-Poſt, July 26. 1742. is as follows : 

- 1, = oſha Letter ſrom the Rev. Mr. G. Tennent, 0 the 
SU. rev. MF. Dickinſon of the Jerſeys, the Original of which 

1319 ic in the Hands of the Rev. Mr. Clap, Rector of Yale-Col- 


4 5 lege, and was lately given him by Mr. Dickinſon. 
* | by? Dear Sir, | 


Have had many affliting Thoughts about the Debates 
1 0 that have ſubſiſted for ſome time in our Synod : I would 
r WM » God the Breach were healed, if it was the Will of the Al- 


: 


*. Net ighty.— As for my own Part, wherein J have miſmanaged 

E. doing what I did; —1 do look upon it to be my Duty, 
Ad ſnould be willing to acknowledge it in the openeſt Man- 
Ws :r.—1 cannot juſtify the exceſſive Heat of Temper which has 
T1} metimes appeared in my Conduct.—I have been of late 


TU ice I returned from New-England) viſited with much ſpi- 


21 he” o . . © * * 
aal Deſertions, Temptations, and Diſtreſſes of various kinds, 
wing in a thick, and almoſt continual Succeſſion, which 
| Aur p . - iſe 4 f than I think ! 
ne given me a greater Diſcovery of myſelf than I thin 
6er had before. Theſe Things, with the Trials I have bad 


the Moravians, bave given me a clear View of the Dan- 


fs; N 
1 fe * of every thing which tends to- a 4/4 and Diviſion 
lf the viſible Church.— I think that while the enthuſtaſtical 
W, le ,ravians and Long-beards, or Pickiſts, are uniting their Bo- 
(no doubt to increaſe their Strength, and render them- 
les more conſiderable) it is a Shame that the Miniſters 
9176 {10 are in the main of ſound Principles of Religion) ſhould 
„ divided and quarrelling.— Alas for it! my Soul is ſick of 
ele Things: I wiſh that ſome ſcriptural healing Methods 
.d be fallen upon to put an End to theſe Confuſiona 


etime lince I felt a Diſpoſition to fall upon my Ke, 
# q | | g "” 


6 —_ %S 


in this Life. The Practice is ſchiſmatical, in as much asg 


(' 19: J) om 
Fears left the Churches ſhould be-mndeae 
with a Spirit of Enthuſiaſm, and theſe} 
Exhorters which have riſen up every Where 
in the Land. He ſeems indeed to have quite 
32 turned 


„ 


2 * * * — _ "I 
FR, Fad —— ——_— —— 


bad Opportunity, to intreat them to be at Peace. I add 
40 more at preſent, but humble and hearty Salutations, and 
remain with all due Honour and Reſpect, | "oj 
| Your poor worthleſs Brother 
N-w-Brunſwick, | in the Goſpel-Miniſtry, | 
Feb. 12. 1741-2. | G. TEN NENA 


?. 5, I break open the Letter myſelf to add my Though 
about ſome extraordinary Things in Mr. e e Con 
auct.—As to his making his Judgment about the znternel 
State of Perſons, or their Experience, a Term of Church 
icliowſhip, I believe it is inſcriptural, and of awful Te. 
dency to rend and tear the Church : It is bottomed upon 
kalte Baſe, viz. That a certain and infallible Knowledge 
the good Eſtate of Men, from their Experience, is attainabil 


ſets up a neu Term of Communion which CHRIS T has w 
fixed, | | | 
The late Method of ſetting up ſeparate Meetings, upon i 
ſuppoſed Unregeneracy of Paſtors of Places, is rb 
proud, and ſchiſmatical. All that fear Go Þ ought to oppd 
was 2 moſt dangerous Engine to bring the Churches ui 
de molt damnable Errors and Confuſions. The Practical 
vallt upon a twafold falſe Hypotheſis, vix. Infallibiliry| 
knowledge; and that unconverted Miniſters will þe-uſed| 
Inſtruments of no good to the Church, | 1 
The Practice of openly expoſing Miniſters, wha are ſu 
ſed to be unconverted in publick Diſcourſe, by partic) 
Application of ſuch Times and Places, ſerves only to 
Vox? them, (inſtead of doing them any good) and ta 
Gre our own Arrogance. It is an unprecedented, divi 
and pernicious Practice; it is a lording it over our Brethi 
Degree ſuperior to what any Prelate has pretended 
te coming of CR Is T, (ſo far as! know) the Pope 


| 


4 — r 1 —— — 
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1 turned about: The Nabe whereof may be 
F 5 this; the Mora dvianus who came to Phila. 
$3 ] \ delp hia with Count Zinzendorf; have been 
: 77 among his People, and managed with them 
; if iy as he did elſewhere, and brought the like 
£37 Confuſion among them; and now he crics 
|. | je! out of Danger, and expreſſes himſelf much 
4q 1 thoſe did, whom before he had ſent to 


tithe Devil by wholeſale. 
EM, Various are the Sentiments of Perſons 2. 
4 bout this unuſual Appearance among us. 

u Some think it to be a moſi wonderful Work 
Wie; God's Grace; others a moſt Wonder ful 
F 4 irit of Euchuſ a/m ; ſome think there is 
lb great deal of Religion, with ſome /mall 
ee Mixture of Extravagance; others, a great 
5 
de Ir“ 'eal of ExIravagance with ſome ſmall 
"4 | Aix. 
K pred; chough I really do not remember to hays read | 
1165 Ty tat the Pope went on at this Rate. | 
A I The ſending out of unlearned Men to teach others, upon 
e suppoſition of their Piety, in 9 Caſes, ſeems to 
45 ting the Miniſtry into Contempt; to c eriſn Enthuſi lam, 

| d "bring all into Confuſion : Whatever fair Face it may 
we, it is a moſt perverſe Practice. 
1 1 he Practice of ſinging in the Streets is a Piece of Mal- 
, and enthuſiaſtical Oftentation. 


( wifn you Succeſs, dear Sir, in your Journey : My Soul 
7 A, | fieyed for ſuch enthuſiaſtical Fooleries, they portend much 


"er + þl chief to the poor Church of Gop, if they be not ſeafon- | 
iy check'd : May your Labours be bleſt for that End. 

g:Y- « (muſt alſo declare my Abhorrence of all Pretence to in- 

i I Gate Inſpiration, or tollowing immediate Impulſes, a8 an 
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auſiaſtical Perillous aui. lane 


G. T. 
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ſiaſm, 
t may 


alem reigning in the Land before; neve 


 lrregularities and Con fu ſions: Vet, 1 


many; ; and a good Number, I hope, hay 


from thinking, that the Appearance, in g 


their being formed to a nearer Reſcmbla 
to-the Divine Being in moral Holin 


9 
Aixture of that which may be called coil 5 


ſome think the Country was never in fucha 
happy State on a religions account, orhery 


that it was never in a worſe... . 2 


For my ſelf, I am among thoſe who are 
clearly in the C Opinion, that there never wag 
ſuch a Spirit of Superſtition and Enthu 


ach groſs Diſorders and barefaced AR 
Fouts to common Decency; never ſuch 
{randalous Reproaches on the Bleſſed Spy 
it, making him the Author of the — 


of Opinion allo, that the Appearaces amon 
us (o much out of the he inary Way, an 

lo unaccountable to Perſons not al 
with the Hiſtory of the World) have bee 
the Means of awakening the Attention 


ſettled into a truly Chriſtian Temper : Tl 
{ muſt add, at the fame time, that I am 


neral, is any other than the Effect of e 
/uſiaſtick Heat. The Goodneſs that 
been ſo much talked of, tis plain to me, 
nothing more, in general, than a Commo 
02 in the Paſſions. I can't ſee that M 
haye been made better, if hereby be me: 


Y 


(IS I 
Tis not evident to me, that Perſons, gene- 
rally, have a better Underſtanding of Reli- 

gion, a better Government of their Paſſions, 
a more Chriſtian Love to their Neighbour, 
or that they are more decent and regular in 
[their Deyotions towards God. I am clear- 
iy of the Mind, they are worſe in all theſe 
Regards. They place their Religion ſo much 
in the Heat and Fervour of their Paſſions, 
that they too much neglect their Rea ſou and 
Fudgment: And inſtead of being more kind 
Fad gentle, more full of Mercy and good 
Fruits, they are more bitter, fierce and im- 
placable. And what is a grand diſcrimi— 
rating Mark of this Work, where-ever it | 
Wakes Place, is, that it makes Men ſpiritu- 
Hy proud and conceited beyond Meaſure, 
afinitely cenſorious and uncharitable, to 
Verghbours, to Relations, even the near- 
and deareſt; to Miuiſters in an eſpecial 
anner; yea, to all Mankind, who are not 
they are, and don't think and act as they 
2: And there are few Places where 7/5 
7ork has been in any remarkable manner, 
it they have been filled with Faction and 
pntention; yea, in ſome, they have di- 
ded into Parties, and openly and ſcanda- 
ſly ſeparated from one another.. 
Truly the Accounts ſent Abroad, were ſent 
| | 09 
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00 ſoon; too ſoon, I am ſatisfied, to reflecł 


the End of theſe things ſhould be Quaberi ſin 
and In fidelity Theſe we have now chiefly 
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Honour upon the Perſons who wrote them: 
And they bewray ſuch a want of Judgment, 
23 Was really ſorry to {ce them falling in- 
to. There are few Perſons now, perhaps 
none but ſuch as are evidently over-heated, 
but begin to ſee that Things Have been cars 
ici too far, and that the Hazard is great, 
unleſs God mercifully interpoſe, left we 
ſhould be over-run with Euthuſiaſin. Andi 
to ſpeak the plain Truth, my Fear is; leſſ 


to guard againſt. 1 
A particular Account of one Mr. ami 
Davenport, with his ſtrauge Conduct it 
this Town and elſewhere, I doubt nol 
would have been agreeable; But I have ex 
ceeded already. He is the w:/deſt Enthi 
ſaſt 1 ever ſaw, and acts in the wildeſt mani 
ner; and yet, he is vindicated by ſome 
al his Extravagancies. : 
| now beg Pardon, Sir, for roy 


ing upon your Patience. As Mr. White ſſe 
bas been in Scotland, and human Nat 
is the ſame every where; this Narratil 
of the Effects he has been the Inſtrument 
producing here, may excite your Zeal 
guard the People in time againſt any fi 


1 
L 


* 0 W 79 8 
* 
kt Fs - 
* 
F 
g 


+ SH 5 
ek ci gancies, if there mould be Danger of 
Then where you may be chere I am, 


15 


3 | Reverend Sir, ES 
is | | Le a With 40 due Regard, 4 & 


\Boſion, Agut 4 
1742. 
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i IX ching f beg ro 1 Which 
yet is worthy.of. Note, It is, That 
r many Places, Where Perſons can't an F 

anger ſeream out for themſelves, ſuppoſinę 

hemſelyeg to have got into à converted 
ente, they will. feream » and. cry 1 out, and 
Jake as great a Noiſe as they can on the 
count of others, for their anconverted | 
Nerghbour's, that are in a State of Sin, and } 
55 to, Hell. This N now to be com. 


a; it has been N ed in GM? Places. 
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